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* V By AnneSwardson 

W*»hiaflon Post Foreign Service '• 

f PARIS, Jan. 13 — ^France, a nation 
thatyalues the past at least as much as 
the future, tod^ commemorated the 
^ JO^ annivers^ of one of its most 
jhamefiil and triumphal episodes. 
JUThe history of the Dreyftis Affair, 
Mpbe wrongful 1895 conviction of a 
JBBt h army officer for treason is 
XttBif actually stretches over 12 
jgfs. Bu^ffiis date marked the turn- 
m^<^intMt is the anniversary of 
^T'^use” (“I accuse"), the headline 
rfiJS|l!£mile Zola's damning article in 
t^ftfore newspaper on Jan. 13, 1898, 
only led to a pardon for Alfred 
we^s but changed the future of 
JSSidce. 

j,wreath'Iaying ceremony today 
^'^tomb in the Pantheon, Prime 
I/b| Jospin called the 
. ^ ^ *dne founding 
a in Ok^^ry of oiir^untry." 
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French army captain Alfred Dreyfus 
was falsely accused of spying. 



ibjustKji^^ for which “J/ao- 
I^j|^se"]^^pr6prikte^ “ .v,:/ 

In ^Mon to if^riea;hf 
nies, cbnierences and ledbmes to cbm 
memorate the anniversary, new 
books have been published, and high 
school students are participating in an 
e^y contest to write their own ver- 
sions of “J’accuse.” On the facade of 
the National Assembly, or legislature, 
hangs a 42-foot high reproduction of 
L'Aurore’s front page, taken up by 
Zola's article. 

As with Vichy, there have been 
some apologies. The Roman Catholic 
newspaper La Croix, which at the time 
caDed Dreyfus “the Jewish enemy 
betraying France," this weekend ad- 
mitted its editors had an attitude “that 
nothing oBwapuse" leFt^ which 
was geni3i% had 

printed 

on Dreyfus^bdffhfed fhs week it was 
“not courteous", bepauw it had 
asked Zola take his.hpinlons else- 
where after readers complained. 
,Jh^^ah^ . began ^when Ae French 



the person of Maurice Papon, 87, a xr. u 

‘ Vichy functionary accused of plann^ . ^^a^.heganji^en the French 
A. a role in the deportation of more d»^ ^andy’s aenecaHtaff Iton^ 

Jews from. France. And the ‘T 

mruJeofS - seBuig seefed to tfe. Germans. 

^ return works of art taken 



Jl^sh families during the war. 
century after Vichy, we 
^^l^lhat obscure forces, intolerance, 
can insinuate themselves up 
' of the state," President 

wrote last week in a 
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cause Dreyfus’s handwriting resem- 
bled that on a note written by the 
traitor, he was quickly arrested. The 
fact that he was Jewish made him. to 
his enemies in the army, a desirable 
target 

De^ite his fervent protestations of 
innocence, Dreyfus was tried by a 
rnilitary court behind closed doors 
and — iter the deliberating judges 
„ were given a secret ffle not shown to 
defense— convicted. Aftervj^, a 
V crowd paraded through the streets of 
^ Paris shouting, “Death to tbejftwi"^ 
^r^v’^^eyfus, still pi^st^^ hi^.ibpo-» 
was exilecj|%^3;)e^ 

d^u^ out of, 
witnessed : 

‘ lawyer Theodor Herzl. ^ 
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Jospin, canter, lays %viaath on tomb of Emile Zola, whose article “J’accuse" a century ago led to Dreyfus’s vindication^.^ 

UAurore, whofe ci^ was aor- 



The scene strengthened Herzl’s belief 
that antisemitism would not allow 
Jews to assimilate successfully in 
Christian society. Herzl’s subsequent 
book, “A Jewish State," encouraged 
the founders of Israel 
Dreyfus's wife, brother and mis- 
tress fought for the truth for three 
years. But it was not until world-re- 
nowned writer Emile Zola took up the 



J, sold ?00, 000 c(^ 
ies. V\Tri^BAii^te:f it 

“this gr^todinent; for human 
conscience"; socialist Jules Guesde 
called Zola’s rnanifesto "die greatest , 
revolutionary .act of the century", 

For his pains, Zola was tried w 
slandering;1he military He 
victed. and escaped a 
prison by flee^ fd England But the^ 



cause that they* made progress. Zola, 

incen^ hf fiie r^t seeds bad sown.' France divided 

(«d.,pr6- and anti-Dreyftisiirds. As 
J^l^srtece1n?A^^S Blum put it ' 

to can U “an opeo^fe' tbe:presi-^ “ftople’sp^nal lives, and the 
H»nf * hnt RenVae, riemencMu erii--- ^e commuiiily. were completely aV , 

sorbed, ’ th^ were* turned upside j 
down by unparalleled passions." q 
The various steps in the case were ^ 
avidly foDowed internationally, from ‘ 
New York to Russia. When Dreyfus ;J 
was brought back horn his island ^ 
prison and tried again in 1899, 400 



dent," but Georges Clemehceau, edi- 
tor of L’Aurore and later prime minis- 
ter, thought Taccuse" was a better 
headline. 

The 4,000-word article, which 
named and accused the oncers who 
had trumped up the flim^ evidence 
against Dreyfus, caused a sensation. 



journalists from around the worid cpy*^ 
ered the trial 

He was convicted again, but w& 
pardoned 10 days later by Presidefcit"* 
Emile Loubet It took she more yeaors! 
but in 1906 he was reinducted into the 
army with honor. Zola had died in 19()2i 
while attending the transfer in 1908 Jjit. 
Zola's ashes into the Pantheon, Dt^y-:. 
fus was shot and wounded by a fana^^ 

Simone Peri, ^o was 17 when hex • 
grandfather died in 1935, said he neVi^ 
spoke of what he went through, atlepst 
not to his grandchildren. But when ifte 
young ones visited their grandpareqt^t 
in summertime, they could hear hpii: ^ 
screaming during his nightmares.^^t. 
marked us aD greatly," she said. ; j;. ' • 

A month after the article appear^, ’ 
Zola was already under heavy cr^ 
cism. He wrote: “One day, France 
thank me for having sav^ its honqi;". 
Today, it did. 
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